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Media Release and Media Interview Invitation 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Release Date – Thursday 3 November 2022 

Independent report into the experiences of victims and survivors 

of church abuse published by Independent Safeguarding Boar d 

 

Authored by Jasvinder Sanghera CBE, Survivor Advocate 

 

An independent report into the experiences of victims and survivors of church abuse and 

those alleged of abuse has been published today (3 November) by Jasvinder Sanghera, CBE 

who is not only a Survivor Advocate on the Independent Safeguarding Board (ISB) but also a 

survivor of forced marriage and founder of Karma Nirvana, a national award-winning charity 

that supports both women and men affected by honour-based abuse and forced marriages. 

  

The report, titled “Don’t Panic – Be Pastoral” is the first report to be compiled by the 

Independent Safeguarding Board and includes personal experiences from victims and 

survivors.  

 

Over the last four months, Jasvinder has personally spoken to almost 60 people as part of 

her role as the Board’s Survivor Advocate but also to hear their views of safeguarding across 

the church and this includes their engagement with the National Safeguarding Team and 

how Church of England policies and practice impacts directly on them to ensure that the 

Independent Safeguarding Board’s work is fully informed by victims and survivors of abuse 

going forward.   

 

The Independent Safeguarding Board (ISB) which was launched earlier this year is 

responsible for overseeing the safeguarding work for the Church of England and the 

National Safeguarding Team (NST) and to better understand and ensure victim and survivor 

experiences are not only heard but embedded. 
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The report findings will inform the ISB framework model for future engagement and as the 

ISB seek to gain greater insight into how victims and survivors have in the past, and 

currently continue to engage with and experience the Church of England’s safeguarding 

policy and practice. 

 

As part of her research, Jasvinder has identified 38 recommendations within the report in 

which 16 are key, as well as a further 46 secondary recommendations grouped into specific 

focus areas under lead headings. The recommendation is followed by an action to improve 

policy, practice, behaviour and/or culture. Also, identified within the recommendations is 

the need for immediate change to better reach, support, and improve responses to victim 

and survivors as a result a series of bi-monthly drop-in sessions have been arranged where 

victims and survivors can bring their concerns to the board’s attention. 

 

Jasvinder Sanghera, Survivor Advocate from the Independent Safeguarding Board said, “The 

Independent Safeguarding Board has a significant role to ensure that the experiences of 

victims and survivors are not only heard, but that they are embedded within and across the 

Church of England’s safeguarding policy and practice development frameworks. 

 

“This is the first report from the Independent Safeguarding Board that aims to provide a 

window into the experiences of both victims and survivors of church abuse. It has 

fundamentally been underpinned by the views and experiences of victims and survivors and 

extended to those responsible for leadership, policy, practice, and support.   

 

“Although it must be recognised that the Church of England has made considerable 

investment towards safeguarding, unfortunately few of the victims and survivors I spoke to 

as part of this report, felt the impact of such investment on improving outcomes and their 

lives.  Therefore, the challenge for the Church of England is that despite much investment, 

the same consistent messages from the survivor community of inadequate outcomes 

remain prevalent and this must be urgently addressed.” 

“We know that there is much more to do to enhance the impact and effectiveness of local 

and national learning and we hope that this report will contribute to that. Over the next 12 

months, the Independent Safeguarding Board will be looking to strengthen its reach and 

relationships with the survivor community and all its stakeholders.  

“We will also continue to ensure the Church of England is held publicly accountable for any 

failure to respond to the ISB’s recommendations, and how we intend to develop a working 

group to monitor the implementation of this report’s recommendations. We have heard the 

frustrations of victims and survivors and understand their concerns about another review but 

we will monitor this closely.” 



 

 

3 

 

“We fully recognise that this is just the start of the journey, and that it requires courage, 

conviction and most importantly strong leadership that speaks to the heart of the survivor 

community. The Church of England and the Independent Safeguarding Board must continue 

to build on the foundation of trust, confidence, and the beginnings of an authentic 

relationship and we will work hard to do this and would like to invite survivors and victims 

of abuse to our online bi-monthly sessions starting on 21st November.”  

 
The ISB would like to welcome survivors to the new survivor drop-in sessions starting later 
this month. The sessions will run bi-monthly and are being arranged to give survivors and 
victims’ the opportunity to share issues that need our attention, and it will also be an 
opportunity to meet the Board. It’s important to point out that the drop-in sessions will be a 
space to hear views and not to discuss specific cases. Anyone wishing to bring a case to our 
attention, should visit our website.  
 
Drop-in Sessions – 2022 & 2023 

21 November 2022 from 6pm – 8pm via Zoom   

9 January 2023 from 6pm - 8pm via Zoom  

7 March 2023 from 6pm – 8pm via Zoom  

8 May 2023, 6pm – 8pm via Zoom  

7 July 2023 from 6pm – 8pm via Zoom  

7 September 2023 from 6pm – 8pm via Zoom  

7th November 2023 from 6pm – 8pm via Zoom  

To register your interest, please use the ‘contact us’ page on our website.   

For more information regarding the Independent Safeguarding Board, please visit their 

website. More information regarding Jasvinder Sanghera CBE is available on her website  

Media Interview Invitation 

Jasvinder Sanghera, CBE is available for media interviews on Thursday 3 November 2022. To 

arrange an interview, please contact Jeanette Bate, Communications Consultant, 

Independent Safeguarding Board on 07859 048093.  

ENDS 

Media enquiries only to Jeanette Bate, Communications Consultant, Independent 

Safeguarding Board, Telephone – 07859 048093. 

 

https://independent-safeguarding.org/contact-us/
https://independent-safeguarding.org/
https://jasvindersanghera.com/

