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Independent Safeguarding Board, c/o Church House, Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3AZ 

Statement from the Independent Safeguarding Board – 
Christ Church Review, 1 February 2023 

 

The ISB was today informed of the Archbishops’ Council meeting last week, in which it 
was agreed that the review of the handling of safeguarding issues regarding the former 
Dean of Christ Church, Oxford, Dr Martyn Percy, originally referred to the Independent 
Safeguarding Board, ISB, should now be led by another person.  

The ISB are extremely disappointed that they were not informed of this decision before 
this morning. Furthermore, we are surprised to hear about this decision, as we remain 
poised and ready to continue progressing this review. The prolonged delays with this 
review are not due to the ISB but the Council who have been kept appraised of the fact 
that the ISB requires an Information Sharing Agreement to progress.   

The ISB intended to enter into an Information Sharing Agreement (ISA).  The aim of the ISA is to 
make sure that the parties understand and fulfil their responsibilities to those whose data they 
control or process.  In short, the parties enter into the agreement to show that they are complying 
with data protection rules and regulations regarding the sharing of sensitive and personal 
information and also to show that they recognise data subjects’ rights in relation to their own data.   

 

The ISA is entered into under the umbrella of the Church of England’s Data Sharing Framework 
which sets out the core information sharing principles that have been agreed between the 
parties.  Entering into the ISA allows the sharing of information and in turn enables the ISB to 
undertake its work.  It has not been possible to commence the Christ Church review because the 
Council has not yet released the ISA to the ISB for the board members’ signatures.  

 

The ISB has not been able to progress this review due to not having this agreement, 
which has been requested on numerous occasions. We have also expressed the 
importance for the Council to make arrangements for this to be expedited, agreed, and 
signed, so that this review is able to progress further. 

Therefore, the ISB wish to make clear the current position of the review, was not delayed 
due to ISB finite resources and current workload, these matters have since been resolved.  
Our commitment to this review remains and we are disappointed to hear that the Council 
have made this decision, with the full knowledge of why it has been delayed. We would 
also like to apologise to all parties that have been impacted by today’s decision. 

The ISB awaits hearing from Archbishops Council about the proposed arrangements for a 
meeting with the Chair. To be clear, as far as the ISB are concerned the issue relates 
solely to three alleged data breaches, two of which we understand have been upheld by 
the regulator. The ISB operate Standing Orders and expect all its members to operate 
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according to these Orders.  The recent ICO ruling against the ISB regarding a data breach  
is related to the conduct of the Chair.  

We wish to sincerely apologise to those impacted by these data breaches and assure you 
that measures have been taken to improve systems. 

We wish to assure you all that your personal data is safe with current ISB members and 
the team. However, we remain of the view that further information is required to assure 
ourselves and those we serve before the situation with the Chair can be satisfactorily 
resolved.  

The ISB made a recommendation to The Archbishops Council regarding the Chair and the 
Council has requested ISB members enter a dispute resolution process.  

We wish to assure you that regardless of this situation the work of the ISB continues and 
we will continue to act independently and without fear or favour, in the interest of 
safeguarding. We intend to publish an ISB Annual Report this month. We are working 
towards developing Phase 2 to ensure the ISB continue to provide vital scrutiny of the 
Church’s safeguarding work and we remain committed to this principle and would like to 
thank the Archbishops Council for their commitment to date. 

If anyone has any concerns or would like to make a comment, please get in touch with us via our 
email address – contact@independent-safeguarding.org 
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